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Che Oregonian 


PANIC SHOPPING 


Grocers, producers 
say supplies will last 


Mike Rogoway The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Hotels, restaurants and offices around Oregon are shut- 
ting down to guard against the coronavirus outbreak, leav- 
ing much of the state feeling abandoned and empty. 

But not Brandon Sweany. He spends his day surrounded 
by swarms of people, working as assistant produce man- 
ager at the Safeway in Forest Grove. 

“Tm exhausted,” he said. “It’s just been insanely busy.” 

As the doors open each morning, fevered shoppers rush 
to buy all the toilet paper the store will allow, then move 
around snapping up everything they can find. 

Panic buying has been one of the signature images of 
the outbreak, stripping store shelves bare and feeding more 
anxious shopping among people who fear a grocery apoc- 
alypse. 

From people on the front lines like Sweany to Oregon’s 
food producers, though, there’s a broad consensus the 
state’s grocery supply is adequate. 

Shelves may be barren each evening, they say, but they’re 
usually restocked every morning — and at some point peo- 
ple will run out of space in their pantries for all the canned 
soup and rice they’ve been stockpiling. 


SEE SHOPPING, A9 


SOCIAL DISTANCING 


THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK OREGON RESPONSE 


State setting up 
emergency hospital 


Hospital beds for an emergency hospital were delivered to the Salem Fairgrounds on Wednesday. Beth Nakamura, staff 


Salem facility would help with expected surge in cases 


Hillary Borrud, Jayati Ramakrishnan, Rob Davis and Jeff Manning 


The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Oregon is setting up a 250-bed emer- 
gency hospital at the state fairgrounds 
in Salem to help increase capacity for an 
anticipated surge in coronavirus cases, 
Gov. Kate Brown announced Wednesday. 

The hospital should be operational by 
Friday and is part of an effort to increase by 
1,000 the total number of hospital beds in 
the state, the governor said during a daily 
briefing call with reporters. 

The Oregon Medical Station is a facility 
the state purchased a few years ago for use 
in an emergency, the governor said. Ore- 
gon Health Authority director Pat Allen, 


testifying before a legislative committee on 
Wednesday, described it as “essentially a 
mobile hospital facility that OHA has.” 

Brown later Wednesday ordered all Ore- 
gon hospitals, outpatient clinics and health 
care providers to cease all “non-emergency 
procedures,” in order to preserve equipment 
like masks, gowns and gloves for doctors and 
others treating coronavirus patients. 

Brown said the measure extends to veter- 
inarians and dentists, and applies to all per- 
sonal protective equipment. 


SEE EMERGENCY HOSPITAL, A10 


Coronavirus cases 


In Oregon: 75 confirmed 
cases; three deaths 


U.S.: 7,769 confirmed cases; 
118 deaths 


Worldwide: 214,894 con- 
firmed cases; 8,732 deaths 


Source: Oregon Health Authority, 
Johns Hopkins University as of 8 
p.m. Wednesday 


Low-wage, gig workers face grim prospects as stores close 


Eder Campuzano The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Before Hugo Flores opened the doors to Rose City 
Taqueria on Tuesday morning, he arranged the restaurant’s 
tables in one corner of the lobby. 

Gov. Kate Brown ordered restaurants to limit their service 
to deliveries and take-out Monday. 

She also issued a ban on gatherings of 25 or more for at 
least four weeks and urged businesses to find ways to mini- 
mize their customers’ contact or shut down during the coro- 
navirus pandemic. 

Public health experts suggest people maintain 3 feet 
to 6 feet of space between each other, so Flores spread out 
the seating to ensure nobody would be too close while they 
waited for their food at the Northeast Portland shop. 
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A bench against one wall. A chair against another. Two 


chairs next to the tables he rearranged. 


Throughout the day, he only allowed six people in the 
lobby at a time. Everyone else would have to wait outside. 
“We need to do what we can to protect ourselves and each 


other,” Flores said in Spanish. 


Like many small businesses across the city and state, 
low-wage workers keep Rose City Taqueria running. But the 
pandemic has led Oregon businesses to temporarily shut- 
ter, raising questions about how some of the economy’s most 
vulnerable contributors will make ends meet. 
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TV,A16 Weather, B8 
61/37 


Patchy fog 


Hugo Flores 
manages 
Rose City 
Taqueria in 
North Port- 
land. Brooke 
Herbert, staff 
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